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Share Ride In details with your chapters! 
Are you signed up for the District Ride In on  

July 18-19 yet? You won’t want to miss all the fun  

we will be having in Williamsport!  

 

Thursday/Friday 

Arrive and check in at the Genetti Hotel 

 

Friday 

9:00-11:00 a.m. and 12:00-3:00 p.m. 

   Registration Table Open 

9:30 a.m. Guided Ride 

        Unguided Rides available 

3:00 p.m. 

Training Class 

6:00 p.m.  

   Meet at Bowman Field 

6:35 p.m.  

   Crosscutters Draft League Baseball Game 

       Wear your best baseball attire! Eat before or at the game.  

       We will also enjoy our ice cream party at the ballpark. 

       Light show to follow the game. 

 

Saturday 

9:00-11:00 a.m. and 12:00-3:00 p.m. 

   Registration Table Open 

9:30 a.m. Guided Ride 

        Unguided Rides available 

https://ridehiawatha.com/daily-cruises/ 

Visit the Hiawatha Paddlewheel Riverboat, one of the most popular attractions in Central 

Pennsylvania!  Enjoy a relaxing hour-long cruise on the Susquehanna River. Through 

narration and music, hear the story of the Hiawatha and learn the rich history of the 

early days along the river. Tickets may be purchased online or at the Hiawatha dock. 

• The District is asking each 

Chapter to help provide a 

basket for the Raffle.  

•  50/50 each day.   

• The Ride In benefit this year 

will be for the Veterans. 

3:00 p.m.  Training Class 

 

6:00 p.m.   Banquet 

All activities will 

take place in the 

Banquet Room 
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Congratulations are in order to Don Engle and his Keystone Wings group for having a very nice article 

in the JMC Riders magazine. A lot of nice history and current changes in progress to move Keystone 

Wings forward. 

Congratulations are also in line for the Endless Mountain Riders on their article also published in 

JMC Riders magazine concerning Arline's 90th Birthday at a special party given by the chapter. And 

yes she is still riding and enjoying chapter life. 

Spent a rainy Sunday in Williamsport the first weekend of May at Hobo Stew. Still had a good time 

with good friends and fellow riders. I am hoping that by late 

July it warms up and quits raining as we have a busy 

weekend scheduled at the state Ride In. 

We have tweaked the registration form to include Friday and 

Saturday Day passes with two option for Saturday. With the 

day passes you must pick one option, you cannot attend two 

days on two day passes. Still looking for chapters that would 

like to donate a basket for the basket raffle. Please let me 

know if you plan to bring a basket. Williamsport will have 

quilt tickets available at the registration table along with the 

State having 50/50 each day. Reminder  our Charity this year 

is for Veterans. REGISTRATION DEADLINE IS JULY, 5 

2025. 

Let's no forget everyone needs to wear their best Baseball 

Garb Friday evening for the Ice Cream Social, after which 

there will be a light show at the Genetti Hotel. 

I am hoping to have a chapter directors meeting 3 p.m. Saturday to discuss the State Organization 

plans to move forward. Kerri an d I are looking forward to seeing everyone and making some new 

friends.  We think everyone is going to enjoy the Ride In. 

 

PA State Directors, 

Eldon and Kerri Mickel 

 

State Director Message 
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From the Directors’ Desk... 
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PA STATE NEWS 
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PA STATE NEWS 
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PA STATE NEWS 
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     Deer, Oh Dear! 

PA DISTRICT EDUCATORS 

There are a lot of “booby traps” that the unwary motorcyclist can ride into, 

including innocuous-looking alleyways, raised pavement edges, railroad 

tracks, loose sand, sunken manhole covers, tar snakes, and white plastic 

arrows glued to the pavement. Most of those hazards occur in the city. Out 

in the country on those twisty back roads where we love to ride, we can 

expect some different types of booby traps.  

 

One major trap that can spring on us is a wild animal, especially wild deer. 

Deer are so delicate and demure that it’s hard to think of 

them as a hazard. But when we come upon the sickening 

sight of a dead deer along the highway, we are again 

reminded of the danger, both to the animal, and to ourselves. 

Animal strikes are a significant hazard for those of us who 

enjoy long-distance travel. Statistically speaking, vehicle 

collisions are the major motorcycling hazard, but as 

motorcycling experience builds and we get a little, smarter, 

our risks of a car/bike collision should decrease. But the risk 

of animal strikes remains high because animals are so 

difficult to predict.  

 

Wild deer are found all over North America, in large numbers, their population is increasing, and 

they have habits and instincts that put them on collision courses with motor vehicles. The typical deer 

strike occurs with the animal suddenly leaps in front of the vehicle, often at night. The vehicle slams 

into the deer, with sickening consequences. What’s startling is the amount of damage even a small 

deer can do to a speeding vehicle. If the motorist happens to be a motorcyclist, the odds are high that 

both deer and biker will be seriously injured. What’s so insidious about motorcycle/deer 

collisions is the unpredictability. You may have ridden for hundreds of thousands of miles, 

proficiently avoiding thousands of left-turners, alley jumpers, edge traps, graveled corners, and 

decreasing-radius turns. Then, on some easy country ride, a deer suddenly leaps out of the woods into 

your path, and Thud!  

 

We don’t have reliable statistics on motorcycle/animal collisions because many accidents don’t get 

reported. The famous “Hurt Report” gathered statistics from only motorcycle accidents in the Los 

Angeles area, where there are few wild deer. But animal strikes are a frequent enough problem 

elsewhere that we should practice appropriate countermeasures on those rides that take us into deer 

country. To understand what to look for and what to do about deer, let’s consider their instincts and 

habits. Deer are cautious, and prefer to hide in the trees. They like munching on tender foliage. So, in 

the summer, expect wild deer in forested areas or riverbeds where the trees and underbrush provide 

lots of cover and fresh salad. That lush roadside grass the highway department keeps mowed is a 

dinnertime favorite. That means you should expect deer feeding along the shoulder of the road in 

shady areas. In the daytime, a deer feeding on the road shoulder will have it’s head down, so it may 

look like a log in the ditch, or a mossy boulder, or a crumpled cardboard box. When the head comes 

up, you’ll immediately see those large ears, and perhaps a rack of antlers, so use caution riding. 

 
     Remember, ALL THE GEAR ALL THE TIME. (ATGATT); Most of all ride safe 

     and have fun, Your PA District Educators , Gerry and Bonnie Kerkeslager 
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PA DISTRICT OUTSTANDING STARS 

Time for our first ride of the season! 

Hi All, 

 

The season is here to enjoy what we Love “Riding our Motorcycles”. So 

where are you going? Visiting Chapters is always enjoyable! Don’t 

forget the picture for Ride for Fellowship!  

 

On schedule is the District Ride In in Williamsport. Going to a ball 

game, ice cream, ridding & more! Are you going? Looking forward to a reunion!  

 

Just reading the JMC Riders Magazine shout out to Keystone Wings & Endless Mountains Riders 

for their articles!  

 

See you in Williamsport! 

 

Barry & Rhonda 
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Hello PA District WR friends: 

June is finally here with Summer just around the corner! We are well into 

riding season, so let’s get on the bikes and go.  Have you visited your 

friends at some of their events lately? If so, snap a picture and send it to 

me.  I‘d love to see all of the FUN you’re having! Also, send me some info 

to let me know who you are visiting.  Whether it’s on 2, 3, or 4 wheels, get 

out there and enjoy! 

If you are planning any vacations this year, why not snap a couple of pictures and send them to me.  

Whether or not it involves points, I would love to share them with everyone at the July Ride-in! 

The 2025 Guidelines are posted on the District Web Site. Please read the points section carefully, as 

there are changes from last year.  Hopefully, this will allow more opportunities for all our chapters to 

get in on the FUN.  Remember, this is strictly for FUN & Fellowship!  

The 2025 Ride for Fellowship is in full swing with several chapters participating! Your replies are 

slowly coming in. Maybe it’s time to start visiting again, weather-permitting, of course.  The latest 

updated Chart for 2024-2025 is on the Web Site.  Please review it and let me know if you have any 

questions, concerns or comments.  I encourage you to visit your friends, both old and new, and send 

your photos to:  ride4fellowship@gmail.com  along with your Chapter name, chapter you visited, and 

attendees.  I will update and post the points chart and include all your photos in the 2025 slideshow.   

 

Be safe in your travels, have Fun! 

Bonnie & Gerry VanArt 

PA District Ride for Fellowship Coordinators 

 

 

 

PA DISTRICT RIDE FOR FELLOWSHIP 

It’s Fun and Fellowship Time! 

mailto:ride4fellowship@gmail.com
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WING’D RIDERS PENNSYLVANIA WEBSITE 

A team of district staff members have been working on updating the Pennsylvania Wing’d 

Riders website. We are aiming to make the site more attractive and inviting to those who 

do not know anything about our organization and would be interested in learning more in 

order to join with us.  

WE NEED YOUR HELP! 

We would like to offer photos and stories about the rides and fun our chapters are having. 

Mike DeGeiso, the webmaster, would like to offer folks an E-Book about Pennsylvania 

riding that would help website visitors give us their email addresses so we can connect 

with them and link them up with a local chapter.  

Please send information about your chapter and your region to Eldon Mickel so we can 

make the website and the E-Book as exciting as possible! 

Here are a few things we could use: 

• Colorful pictures of your local rides and group gatherings 

• Stories about why you enjoy being a part of your chapter 

• Local restaurants you would recommend 

• Rides/Routes you would recommend 

• Dealerships you would recommend 

• Destination places you would recommend 

• Maintenance tips you would recommend 

• Other Pennsylvania 

information important for 

motorcyclists 
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District Staff Members: We Need Your Help! 
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WING’D RIDERS PENNSYLVANIA WEBSITE 

Most of the chapter members had been to previous Americade events, but Ed and I had not, so 

this year we decided to go. Dennis and Barb decided to travel with us and we rented an Airbnb for 

quite the adventure. The best part was it didn't rain on us at ALL!!! We arrived Tuesday and 

enjoyed a pretty funny comic at the opening ceremony - he called himself a cross between cirque 

soleil and Home Depot and was really good! Wednesday was a gorgeous sunny, summer day and 

we took a 100 mile ride up along the west side of Lake George on 9N to Ticonderoga where we had 

amazing ice cream. There was another comedy show that evening. Thursday it threatened to rain 

so we decided to go through the motorcycle vendors. Both couples managed to spend quite a bit of 

money on fun things for our bikes! We were amazed at the rows and rows of bikes - mostly 

Harleys!!! - along the streets and in the parking lots. You could hear those Harleys coming in 

groups - sounded like bees! We checked out a bunch of cool diners and restaurants all week. And 

Friday night we made it home just as the first sprinkle of rain began! The perfect trip!  
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       Endless Mountains Riders Visit Americade 
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CHAPTER NEWS 

For the past 32 years we have been celebrating our beginnings in May by  holding a “Spring Fling”. 

Nestled in the heart of Amish country, Keystone Wings decided it was time to celebrate it by 

changing the annual “Spring Fling” to “Fruehling Fete”, which roughly translates from Amish to 

“Spring Fest”, paying homage to the beautiful area we live, work, and ride in. We had an Amish-style 

picnic luncheon with pulled pork and fried chicken, homemade baked beans, potato salad and plenty 

of desserts which were enjoyed by all after a guided ride through the lower part of Lancaster County. 

This year we also changed to an all-inclusive registration fee; so, once you registered you never had to 

open your wallet again once you got there. 

 

As everyone entered the pavilion, they received 10 tickets that could be placed in one of the bags for 

each door prize, giving them the opportunity to win any of our prizes - a $200 gift certificate to 

American Music Theater, an Amish style quilt valued at over $350, a $50 gift certificate to the Choo 

Choo Barn, a Vera Bradley Carry case valued at $50, an autographed book “The (Covered) Bridges of 

Lancaster County” as well as a few other prizes and gifts. 

 

Two things we did not change this year was our Blessing of the Bikes and our guided ride through the 

Lancaster County countryside. Both have been highly successful in the past and having beautiful 

weather for the first time in three years, the guided ride was a huge success despite not seeing any 

Amish buggies. In all we had 21 motorcycles do the ride and a total of 68 guests. Everyone left the 

event with a goodie bag filled with snacks made in Lancaster County. 

 

For more photos see Keystone Wings Newsletter, “The Buzz” found on the About Us web page on our 

website at: www.keystonewings.org. 
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                              Keystone Wings Fruehling Fete 



Ride Safely For Fellowship and Fun                  PennsylvaniaWR.org 

DISTRICT CHAPTERS 

NAME   NAME                CHAPTER DIRECTOR 

   

    B  Keystone Wings PA-B WR    Don Engle    

    C  Mason Dixon PA “C” WR    Myron Wengert 

    H  Susquehanna Wings WR    Tom & Renee Wasluck   

    K  Cumberland Valley Riders PAK WR John & Glenda Leib    
       

    M  River Valley Riders WR     John & Deb Markly    
 

    N  NorthWest PA WR      Keith & Kathleen Eddy   

    R  Endless Mountains PAR WR   Ed & Carla Dawejko    

 

    S  Juniata Riders PAS WR    Dan Walker 

    V  Black Rose Wings WR     Aaron Domuracki   
 
    W  PA Warrior Riders WR     Eldon & Kerri Mickel 
 
    Y         
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DISTRICT CHAPTER GATHERINGS 

Keystone Wings PA-B 
Meets on the 4th Saturday, except May (Spring Fling) and December (our Xmas party), at the 

Warwick Township Municipal Building, 315 Clay Road, Latitz, PA 17543. 9:00-10:30 a.m. No 

food or drink except bottled water.   www.keystonewings.org 
 

Mason Dixon PA “C” WR 
Meets on the 3rd Saturday. Stoner’s Restaurant, 615 Wayne Ave., Chambersburg, PA    

Eat at 1:30 p.m. Meeting at 2:30 p.m. 

Susquehanna Wings WR  
Meets on the 3rd Saturday. Perkins on Rte 93 in Hazleton.  

9:00 am breakfast and 10:00 am meeting  

Cumberland Valley Riders PAK WR 
Meets on the 1st Saturday. Brothers Diner, 705 Gettysburg Drive, Mechanicsburg, PA; 

Gathering at 4:30 p.m. Eat at 5:00 p.m.  

 

River Valley Riders WR 
Meets on the 4th Sunday. The Buttery Biscuit, 715 West Southern Ave. Williamsport, PA 17702 

8:00 a.m. Breakfast; 9:00 a.m. Gathering; 10:00 a.m. Ride.   

https://sites.google.com/view/gwrra-pa-m/home?authuser=0 

NorthWest PA WR 
Meets every 3rd Thursday.  Fredonia United Presbyterian Church, 24 Water Street, Fredonia, 

PA at 6:00 p.m. facebook.com/groups/1113345259379923 

Endless Mountains Riders PAR WR 
Meets the 2nd Saturday (except December).  Comfort Inn & Suites, 2160 Elmira Street, Sayre, 

PA at 9:00 a.m. for breakfast ($8.00 per person), Gathering at 10:00 a.m. 

www.endlessmountainsriders.org 

Juniata Riders PAS WR 
Meets the 2nd Saturday. Eat’n Park, 137 Bowling Lane, Altoona, PA. at 9:30 a.m. 

 

Black Rose Wings 
Meets the 2nd Sunday.  Perkins Restaurant, 300 Eisenhower Dr., Hanover, PA Dinner at 5:00 

pm - Gathering 6:00 pm. https://www.blackrosewings.org/ 

PA Warrior Riders WR 
Meets the 4th Saturday. Kelly’s Scenic View Restaurant, 504 E Main St., Everett, PA Breakfast 

at 8:00 a.m. Gathering at 9:00 a.m. 
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http://www.gwrrapar.org/monthly-gathering/
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DISTRICT TEAM 

NAME       STAFF POSITION   

   

Eldon & Kerri Mickel  District Directors        

Tom & Renee Wasluck  Deputy Directors       

Jack Wagner     Deputy Director 

Mike & Shirley Prince  SE Assistant Directors     

Eldon & Kerri  Mickel  SW Assistant Directors     

 OPEN POSITION   NW Assistant Directors      

 OPEN POSITION   NE Assistant Directors      

Barry & Rhonda Blyler  Ride Coordinators       

James McClintock   Treasurer        

Mark 'Woody' Woodfill  Membership      

        Enhancement       

Gerry/Bonnie Kerkeslager District Educator      

Barry & Rhonda Blyler  Couple of the Year  

        Coordinators        

Bonnie & Gerry Vanart  Ride For Fellowship     

Carla Dawejko    Newsletter Editor     

Ed Dawejko     Photographer      

Mike DeGeiso    Web Master     

Erik & Melissa Esper  Public Relations /  

        Motorcycle Awareness      

    

 18 

Visit our Pennsylvania District website at 

PennsylvaniaWR.org 
And visit on Facebook at  

facebook.com/pennsylvaniawr 

To contact District Officers by email, go to  www.PennsylvaniaWR.org click on ‘About the District’.  After the District 

Directors, click on ‘Contact Our Staff Members”.  There you will find a form.  From the ‘Please Select a ‘Staff Member’ 

drop-down box you can pick the District Staff Member you wish to contact.  

http://www.pennsylvaniawr.org/

