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May is Motorcycle Safety Awareness Month

May is National Motorcycle Safety Awareness Month. We want to take this time to remind
all drivers how important it is to stay focused on the road whether you’re on two wheels

or four. Here are some quick tips and things to keep in mind when sharing the road:

Remember, motorcyclists have the same rights to the road as any other motorist. Give them
the same respect.

Always wear a DOT compliant helmet when operating a motorcycle. The NHTSA estimates
that helmets saved more than 1,800 lives of motorcyclists in 2017.

Motoreyclists should use reflective tape and gear when possible so they can be more visible to
all motorists.

Keep a safe following distance. This is especially im-
portant when following a motorcycle since they are more
prone to sudden maneuvers around potholes, gravel and
slippery surfaces that may not affect cars as much.

Be aware of your blind spot. Drivers should always look
for motorcycles before switching lanes.

Motorcycles are often moving faster than they appear.
Do not turn quickly in front of an oncoming motorcycle.

Be alert. This applies to all motorists — do not get be-
hind the wheel or handlebars when you are feeling
drowsy.

Keep an eye on the weather. All drivers should avoid hazardous conditions like wet roads,
snow and ice. Wet and slippery conditions are even more dangerous to motorcyclists because
they are exposed to all elements. Play it safe and wait it out before hitting the road.

Continued on Page 18
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https://www.nhtsa.gov/road-safety/motorcycles
https://crashstats.nhtsa.dot.gov/Api/Public/ViewPublication/812867

District President Message

From the President’s Desk...

Well the warm weather of April is a distant memory. Let's all hope May brings a pleasant return to
sunny skies and warm temperatures. Let's not forget our friends at Keystone Wings and their Spring
Fest on the 16th and hope they have some favorable weather. The insurance has been secured for
the year.

We have a nice group pre-registered
for the Ride In in Roxbury.
Anyone thinking of coming you must
be registered to do the Gettysburg
Tour. FYI 8 to 10 spots left on the
bus. We are expecting to have a
good time with a few surprises
thrown in just to keep you on your
toes. As always looking for some
nice baskets , we are also looking to
have membership cards available at
the Ride In. There will be at least
one training session scheduled for Friday afternoon will have a time ironed out by next months
newsletter.

It doesn't look good for HOBO STEW this weekend but it's a great time rain or shine. Good food and
fellowship John Markley and his crew always do a great job. Don't forget the other chapters having
events and help support their charities.

Sorry for a short newsletter, but there just isn't that much going on until the weather send something
warmer. Let's send good wishes and prayers to members who are under the weather and hope they
get recuperated soon.

We had a very nice visitation this weekend from Mason Dixon Riders who attended our monthly
meeting. Keep the visitations up.

Pa Road Riders President
Warrior Riders Director

Eldon Mickel
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State Ride In

Announcing the Ride In 2026!

The 2026 Ride In will take place on July 17-18 at the Roxbury Camp and Conference
Center in Orrstown, PA. The District has secured 30amp and 50amp campsites for trailers
and RV’s. The Conference Center rooms have all been reserved already. There are a few
hotels in Shippensburg, PA (about 5 miles away) that are listed on the Ride In page of the
District Website. This issue has an agenda of events and a registration form.
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PA DISTRICT EDUCATORS
A Few Riding Tips

1. Safety. Glasses or goggles are a must if you have an open-faced
helmet and to protect your hands, you should always wear gloves. In
warm weather there is specially designed gear that is intended for
ventilation and cooling. And it should
go without saying, never ride without a
DOT approved helmet—it doesn’t

matter if you look silly because you are the

only one wearing a helmet—because it will help keep you alive.

2. Use Your Head. While mirrors are there for a reason, you can’t

solely rely on them to remain aware of what is in your immediate

riding space. To keep cognizant of your surroundings and your

position in relationship to those around you, you need to use your

head. Experienced riders know that it’s important to keep your

head and eyes up while rounding corners and that the safest way to change lanes is to actually turn
and look over your shoulder to make sure you are clear. You will also be able to get a feeling for
whether other drivers are paying attention to you.

3. Watch The Road. As a motorcyclist, you need to pay attention to the road you are riding on. Err
on the side of caution when going into curves; be vigilant for potential gravel or other unstable road
conditions. Be careful when crossing railroad tracks because the paint can be slippery—the same
goes for the white lines at stoplights.

4. Find Your Happy Place. One of the biggest dangers to a rider is getting on your bike in the
wrong state of mind. Riding angry, drowsy or distracted can be a recipe for disaster. Remember,
when you’re on a motorcycle you are ultimately the only one on the road looking out for you. If your
mind and emotions are anywhere other than the road ahead, you are susceptible to making rookies
mistakes that can end in a crash, injuries or worse.

5. Know the Forecast. Weather is a regular foil to perfect driving conditions and the dangers of
wet or icy roads multiply when you’re on two wheels. Not only do you have half the stability of a car,
but the lack of a windshield and your body’s exposure to  driving raid add to the risk. Lack of
visibility is a rider’s worst nightmare and until you’ve been cause on you bike in the rain, you will
never understand just how much being pelted by rain drops at 50 or even 30 miles per hour can hurt

Remember,

ALL THE GEAR ALL THE TIME. (ATGATT);
Most of all ride safe and have fun,
Your PA District Educators, Gerry and Bonnie Kerkeslager
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PA DISTRICT RIDE FOR FELLOWSHIP
Time to Ride!

Greetings PA District Friends!

With the month of May finally here, our riding season is in full swing! I
hope you are getting out and enjoying the warmer weather we are having!
Ice cream rides, dinner rides, gatherings, and chapter events are all out
there for your enjoyment.

If your Chapter is planning an event for this year, don’t forget to submit a

flyer to Carla to put on the PA Road Riders Web Site. Also, check out the
District Web Site occasionally to find out what else is going on. There may be an Event listed there
that you might be interested in! Also, don’t forget to check out the web site for the PA Road Riders
Ride-in coming up at Roxbury Camp! While you'’re at it, why not think about joining your friends at a
Gathering or impromptu ride! I'd love to put your pictures in the slide show! I'm keeping track of
points, so keep sending your information.

I'm enjoying your photos. Keep up the good work, get out there and visit, make new friends, and
SEND ME YOUR INFO (Ride, Rally, Gathering or Event Date, Participants in your photo, where you
went, who you visited & PHOTOS!)

All pictures that I receive will be in the 2026 slideshow, regardless of whether the visit received a
point. We want to see the fun you’ve been having! The Guidelines for this program are on the
Website ( https://paroadriders.org/ ) along with the introductory letter. If you check the “Programs”
tab on the website you’ll also find an updated Points Chart.

You can contact me at ride4fellowship@gmail.com , or call me at 570-764-1280 with any questions you

might have.

Enjoy the month of May and all it has to offer!

Bonnie & Gerry VanArt
PA District Ride for Fellowship Coordinators
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PA DISTRICT OUTSTANDING STARS
Looking forward to summer events!

Hi All,

I believe the riding season is here! By now we have already enjoyed Ice
Cream on a ride to start off the season. I look back to when I started
with a Chapter in 2003. I got my first taste of a group ride after my
first gathering. I believe we rode better than 200 miles that afternoon.
That was all I talked about for weeks! Ice Cream I have enjoyed at
places I never knew existed till you ride with a Chapter!

The District Ride In is in the books for July 17, 18 & 19! Time to get your registration in the mail!
There is plenty to enjoy as always! Good Food, Riding and Fellowship! Saturday evening will be a
banquet as well. Look forward to seeing you there!

Just a reminder - Outstanding Star’s we are looking for your Chapter to join the Fun! Chapter
Directors I am looking to have a write up the last week of June. A reminder will be sent.

Mother’s Day is May 10th!
Memorial Day is May 25th!
Ride Safe! Watch out for the Motorist NOT Looking for You!

Barry & Rhonda
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PA DISTRICT CHAPTER NEWS
Endless Mountains Riders’ “First Ride”

Our chapter took our first ride of the
season on April 23rd. It was
scheduled for Saturday the 25th, but
with rain predicted, as usual for the
day we schedule our First Ride, we
moved it up a couple days and we
ended up with a beautiful sunny day.

The group headed out from
Monroeton down route 414 until we
hit a detour and had to jump on Route
15 for the final 10 minutes. Our
destination was the Trout Run Hotel
Inn, where we enjoyed great food and
our wonderful waitress ‘Jean Bean”.

On the
ride back
we
stopped in
Canton for
some ice
cream,
always a
great
ending to
a ride!
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PA DISTRICT COVER STORY - con’t

e Make sure you and your motorcycle are in good working order. This means that you are
properly licensed, have motorcycle insurance and are physically road ready. If you haven’t rid-
den in a while, you may want to take a refresher class.

e Never ride or drive when distracted. It is never worth the risk of injuring yourself or someone
else.

Motorcycle riders continue to be overrepresented in fatal traf-
fic crashes. In 2024, there were 6,228 motorcyclists killed —
15% of all traffic fatalities. NHTSA data show that this is one of
the highest number of motorcyclists killed since at least 1975.
To keep everyone safe, we urge drivers and motorcyclists to
share the road and be alert, and we're reminding motorcyclists
to make themselves visible, to use DOT-compliant motorcycle
helmets, and to always ride sober.

If you ride a motorcycle, you already know how much fun riding can

be. You understand the exhilaration of cruising the open road and the

challenge of controlling a motorcycle. But motorcycling can also be dangerous. Per vehicle miles trav-
eled fatality rate in 2024, motorcyclists were almost 27 times more likely than passenger car occu-
pants to die in a motor vehicle crash and were almost 5 times more likely to be injured. Safe motorcy-
cling takes balance, coordination, and good judgment.

Practice Operating Your Motorcycle

Given the fact that motorcycles vary in handling and responsiveness, be sure to take the time to get
accustomed to the feel of a new or unfamiliar motorcycle by riding it in a controlled area. Once you
feel comfortable with your bike, you can take it into traffic. Make sure you know how to handle your
motorcycle in a variety of conditions (e.g., inclement weather or encountering hazards such as slick
roads, potholes, and road debris).

Before Every Ride

Check your motorcycle’s tire pressure and tread depth, hand and foot brakes, headlights and signal
indicators, and fluid levels before you ride. You should also check under the motorcycle for signs of oil
or gas leaks. If you're carrying cargo, you should secure and balance the load on the cycle; and adjust
the suspension and tire pressure to accommodate the extra weight. If you're carrying a passenger, he
or she should mount the motorcycle only after the engine has started; should sit as far forward as
possible, directly behind you; and should keep both feet on the foot rests at all times, even when the
motorcycle is stopped. Remind your passenger to keep his or her legs and feet away from the muffler.
Tell your passenger to hold on firmly to your waist, hips, or belt; keep movement to a minimum; and
lean at the same time and in the same direction as you do. Do not let your
passenger dismount the motorcycle until you say it is safe.

Continued on Page 19
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PA DISTRICT COVER STORY - con’t

On the Road

If you're ever in a serious motorcycle crash, the best hope you have
for protecting your brain is a motorcycle helmet. Always wear a hel-
met that meets U.S. Department of Transportation (DOT) Federal
Motor Vehicle Safety Standard (FMVSS) 218. Look for the DOT sym-
bol on the outside back of the helmet. Snell and ANSI labels located
inside the helmet also show that the helmet meets the standards of
those private, non-profit organizations. Learn more about choosing
the right helmet.

Arms and legs should be completely covered when riding a motorcy-

cle, ideally by wearing leather or heavy denim. In addition to provid-

ing protection in a crash, protective gear also helps prevent dehydration. Boots or shoes should be high
enough to cover your ankles, while gloves allow for a better grip and help protect your hands in the
event of a crash. Wearing brightly colored clothing with reflective material will make you more visible
to other vehicle drivers.

Ride Responsibly

Experienced riders know local traffic laws - and they don't take risks. Obey traffic lights, signs, speed
limits, and lane markings; ride with the flow of traffic and leave plenty of room between your bike and
other vehicles; and always check behind you and signal before you change lanes. Remember to ride
defensively. The majority of multi-vehicle motorcycle crashes generally are caused when other drivers
simply didn't see the motorcyclist. Proceed cautiously at intersections and yield to pedestrians and
other vehicles as appropriate. You can increase your visibility by applying reflective materials to your
motorcycle and by keeping your motorcycle's headlights on at all times, even using high beams during
the day.

Be Alcohol and Drug Free

Alcohol and drugs, including some prescribed medications, negatively affect your judgment, coordina-
tion, balance, throttle control, and ability to shift gears. These substances also impair your alertness
and reduce your reaction time. Even when you're fully alert, it's impossible to predict what other vehi-
cles or pedestrians are going to do. Therefore, make sure you are alcohol and drug free when you get
on your motorcycle. Otherwise, you'll be heading for trouble.

NHTSA is dedicated to promoting safe behaviors on our nation’s roads

Motorcyclists continue to be overrepresented in traffic-related fatalities. NHTSA is dedicated to pro-

moting safe behaviors of motorcyclists and other motorists, as spelled out in our Motorcycle Safety 5-

Year Plan and demonstrated by our public awareness campaigns like Rider Safety, Share the Road

and Ride Sober or Get Pulled Over. Additionally, NHTSA’s Safety Assessment Program conducts com-

prehensive reviews of state motorcycle safety programs, providing insight and tools to refine and
improve programming to advance traffic safety.

National Highway Traffic Safety Administration,
part of the U.S. Department of Transportation
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PA DISTRICT COVER STORY

With spring’s arrival, more motorcyclists return to the roads, which is why May is designat-
ed as Motorcycle Safety Awareness Month. The Motorcycle Safety Foundation offers the fol-
lowing tips for drivers and riders so everyone can stay safe on the roadways.
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PA Road Riders Communications

From the Editor..

Your state communications coordinator has a request for all of you fun loving riders. We are working
hard to make this new organization accessible to all riders. In order to do this I need each of the
chapters and the independent members to send me information on all the fun you are having on your
bikes or with your groups.
If I am able to post fabulous pictures and write ups of your
excursions in the monthly newsletter and on the new website,
then people will take up and notice! They will say, “Wow, the PA
Road Riders seem to have a lot of fun, and I think I would like to
join in!”

So, to get more people attending your various events, and to
attract brand new people to PA Road Riders, would you please
send me photos, stories, memories, thoughts, ideas, etc.
Especially send me your events and flyers, so I can fill up the
calendar! You can email me, text me, or use old fashioned snail
mail. Just let me know what you and your group are doing!

These are your

publications - so

please let me

know anything

you want to see
in them and send in both your comments or
criticisms.

I will be working on the website’s membership portal

as soon as chapters and individuals start registering

their members. We will give you access to member’s

information all across the state (as long as each member has approved this access). The public will not
have access to this information.

I am looking forward to working with each and every one of you to make this new organization vibrant
and active!

Carla Dawejko
carla.dawejko@gmail.com
607-857-1977

157 Cleveland Road, Sayre, PA 18840
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DISTRICT CHAPTERS

CHAPTER DIRECTOR

Mason Dixon PA “C” Myron Wengert
Susquehanna Wings Tom & Renee Wasluck
Cumberland Valley Riders PAK John & Glenda Leib

River Valley Riders John Markley

Endless Mountains Riders PAR Ed & Carla Dawejko
Juniata Riders PAS Dan Walker
PA Warrior Riders Eldon & Kerri Mickel
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DISTRICT CHAPTER GATHERINGS

Mason Dixon PA “C”
Meets on the 3rd Saturday. Stoner’s Restaurant, 615 Wayne Ave., Chambersburg, PA
Eat at 1:30 p.m. Meeting at 2:30 p.m.

Susquehanna Wings
Meets on the 3rd Saturday. Perkins on Rte 93 in Hazleton.
9:00 am breakfast and 10:00 am meeting

Cumberland Valley Riders PAK
Meets on the 1st Saturday. Brothers Diner, 705 Gettysburg Drive, Mechanicsburg, PA;
Gathering at 4:30 p.m. Eat at 5:00 p.m.

River Valley Riders

Meets on the 4th Sunday. Dolly’s South, 715 West Southern Ave. Williamsport, PA 17702
8:00 a.m. Breakfast; 9:00 a.m. Gathering; 10:00 a.m. Ride.
https://sites.google.com/view/gwrra-pa-m/home?authuser=0

Endless Mountains Riders PAR

Meets the 2nd Saturday (except December). Comfort Inn & Suites, 2160 Elmira Street, Sayre,
PA at 9:00 a.m. for breakfast ($8.00 per person), Gathering at 10:00 a.m.
www.endlessmountainsriders.org

Juniata Riders PAS
Meets the 2nd Saturday at 9:30 a.m. Valley Dairy, 2724 Plank Road, Altoona, PA, 16601.

PA Warrior Riders
Meets the 4th Saturday. Kelly’s Scenic View Restaurant, 504 E Main St., Everett, PA Breakfast
at 8:00 a.m. Gathering at 9:00 a.m.
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DISTRICT TEAM

NAME STAFF POSITION

Eldon & Kerri Mickel District Directors
Tom & Renee Wasluck  Deputy Directors

Jack Wagner Deputy Director

Barry & Rhonda Blyler Ride Coordinators

James McClintock Treasurer

OPEN POSIITON Membership Enhancement
Gerry/Bonnie Kerkeslager District Educator

Barry & Rhonda Blyler Outstanding Star
Coordinators

Bonnie & Gerry VanArt Ride For Fellowship
Coordinators
Carla Dawejko Communications

Ed Dawejko Photographer
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