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Happy Father’s Day to all you fun loving
motorcycle dads and granddads!
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District President Message

From the President’s Desk...

Good Morning Friends and Family,

It's good to see the sunshine on a weekend for
a change, must mean it's time to ride. Hope
everyone is getting some much needed riding,
as for Kerri and I, Mr. Bonehead had to fall
this week and mess up his throttle hand so
our first nice weekend is down the

drain. Good news is, just my hand and arm
and pride got severely bruised, so we'll be at
it soon. We did manage to squeeze in two
Memorial Day Parades and a Fire Company
Parade before my stupidity set in. My signing
membership cards has come to a halt
temporality and will get what I have done to
the directors. Others will have to wait a week
or two until I can hold a pen.

This will be my last Newsletter pitch for the PA Road Riders Ride In for Roxbury July 17th & 18th.
Deadline to register is 6/30/2026 so if you're planning on attending let's get it done. Just a reminder if
you're planning on the Gettysburg bus tour you must have a full registration. The bus is very limited
on spots. I have spoken with Gerry Kerkeslager about Friday afternoon, he is going to hold a one
hour training session for those interested, not sure on the topic. Saturday’s Gettysburg event is going
to be an all day affair leaving the camp at 8:00 a.m. will meet in Gettysburg at 9:00 a.m. to board the
bus. Lunch is not included but will be available for $10.00 extra. Further information is available on
the flyer or by contacting Myron Wenger at 717-816-1469. We are looking forward to a great time as
always at Roxbury, as most can remember from the All Chapters events held there in the past.

Chapters are reminded to bring a basket for the basket raffle.

Reminder to Chapter Directors about the Directors meeting Friday afternoon before Ice Cream, this
will count as our annual meeting, as per our by-laws. This meeting is open to State Officers and
Chapter Directors only. As a Chapter Director if you are not attending we will need to know if your
assistant is representing your chapter for the meeting.

Kerri & I got to ride to Lancaster for Spring Fest, we would like to congratulate Keystone Wings on
having a very nice event. Enjoyed seeing some old friends and making some new ones.

We are looking at having a PA Road Riders t-shirt available for sale at the Ride In.

Continued on Page 3
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District President Message

From the President’s Desk...

Continued from Page 2

Warrior Riders are having their annual Shop with a Cop ride the week after the Ride In. That is on
July 25th at Bedford Power Sports, Registration is at 11;00 a.m. and the Ride at noon. Monetary
donation or a New Unwrapped toy. An approximate 1 hour ride followed by a picnic style meal, door
prizes and baskets. For more information check the web site or call Eldon at 814-660-5453.

Please keep anyone who is under the weather in your thoughts and prayers. For those able to ride
please be safe and watch for the distracted drivers.

PA Road Riders President,

Eldon Mickel
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State Ride In

Announcing the Ride In 2026!

The 2026 Ride In will take place on July 17-18 at the Roxbury Camp and Conference
Center in Orrstown, PA. The District has secured 30amp and 50amp campsites for trailers
and RV’s. The Conference Center rooms have all been reserved already. There are a few
hotels in Shippensburg, PA (about 5 miles away) that are listed on the Ride In page of the
District Website. This issue has an agenda of events and a registration form.
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PA DISTRICT EDUCATORS
Group Riding

Spring has sprung and we are out riding again and that means we will
be riding in groups again. Here are some reminders about group riding
for both the Ride Captains in lead and drag ends and the participants in
between. When riding together as a group we become a team, we must
work together and having some agreed methods. Riding safely is all
about risk management, riding together well reduces risk.

The pre-ride meeting is crucial. Invite people to see you after the meeting
with any questions, concerns, things you should know (health issues, etc.), and allow a few minutes
after the meeting for people to approach you.

Hand outs of the route are very helpful.
Always review the primary hand signals:
Stagger, single file, and road hazard. If your
riding path could possibly break the group up
and you want to use the bread crumb method
for people to find their way back to the group,
address it at the meeting. Everyone follow the
leader, if you think the leader made a wrong
turn, follow them anyway.

Group size: 5-7 total bikes is recommended. Place people with no communication in the group
strategically. If you don’t have communication (CB) let the leader know. Keep the CB chatter down!
This reduces risk by allowing the leader and tail gunner to speak when they need to. Your ride
leader has a larger work load, respect this and keep the chatter down. Unless requested, don’t tell
the leader how to lead the ride. Ride leaders address the chatter if your group needs a reminder.

Parking is best done if the bikes stay in line and use the same parking process, it is important to get
all the bikes off the road so plan accordingly. If you are leaving before the end of the ride, let the
leader know before departing and position yourself at the rear, separate from the group before your
exit.

Remember,

ALL THE GEAR ALL THE TIME. (ATGATT);
Most of all ride safe and have fun,
Your PA District Educators, Gerry and Bonnie Kerkeslager
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PA DISTRICT RIDE FOR FELLOWSHIP
Welcome Summer!!!!

Greetings PA District Friends!

Welcome SUMMER!!! Gerry and I just got back from a vacation arriving
in Pensacola, FL after a few stops along the way. We attended my
nephew’s wedding while we were there. Then we meandered back,
stopping near Meadows of Dan, VA to attend a BRL (Blue Ridge
Leisure’s) Rally at The Oakes RV Resort. Our RV Rally reminds me of
the Bike Rallys we attend every year. We get new ideas from other RV

owners on RV Maintenance, new gadgets for the interior and exteriors of our

rides, and of course, making new friends and seeing old ones.

When we got back home, Gerry went for a scheduled surgery on his Shoulder.

It’s been a week now since the surgery, and he’s “climbing the walls” from

boredom! He’s coping much better with the pain, so he’s getting a little more

mobile, but still won’t be able to use his right hand for at least a few weeks.

I hope you are getting out and enjoying the warmer weather we are having! Ice
cream rides, dinner rides, gatherings, and chapter events are all out there for
your enjoyment.

If your Chapter is planning an event for this year, don’t forget to submit a flyer

to Carla to put on the PA Road Riders Web Site. Also, check out the District

Web Site occasionally to find out what else is going on. There may be an Event

listed there that you might be interested in, and don’t forget to check out the web site for the PA
Road Riders Ride-in coming up at Roxbury Camp! While you're at it, why not think about joining
your friends at a Gathering or impromptu ride! I'd love to put your pictures in the slide show! I'm
keeping track of points, so keep sending your information.

I'm enjoying your photos. Keep up the good work, get out there and visit, make new friends, and
SEND ME YOUR INFO (Ride, Rally, Gathering or Event Date, Participants in your photo, where you
went, who you visited & PHOTOS!)

All pictures that I receive will be in the 2026 slideshow, regardless of whether the visit received a
point. We want to see the fun you've been having! The Guidelines for this program are on the
Website ( https://paroadriders.org/ ) along with the introductory letter. If you check the “Programs”

tab on the website you'll also find an updated Points Chart.

You can contact me at ride4fellowship@gmail.com , or call me at 570-764-1280 with any questions you

might have.

Enjoy the month of June and all it has to offer!
Bonnie & Gerry VanArt

PA District Ride for Fellowship Coordinators
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PA DISTRICT OUTSTANDING STARS
Looking forward to summer events!

Hi Everyone,

I must say it’s riding season! The weather has been Great! I was out

Saturday and where did I go Gettysburg Battlefield! I enjoy blending in

as a tourist as Visitors say where is that guy from? So, Yes, a Bus Tour

of the Gettysburg Battlefield is part of the Ride In! All the information

1s on the registration form. There will be other rides as well to be self

guided. Mr Ed’s Elephant Museum is a great stop not far from the Rox-
bury as well to enjoy.

We are excited to be doing the Outstanding Star’s for the fourth year! A time to Surprise that Spe-
cial Star or Star’s from your Chapter. The write ups have been coming in Thank You! I appreciate
you taking the time to support this program! A time to recognize that Star that goes above not only
with your Chapter but what else they are involved

with.

A Special Year as well with the 250th Anniversary of
the USA! All 67 Counties have a Bell to visit. This is
on the website America 250 PA Bells Across PA. You
can see where they are and viewing. Might make a
great ride to see how many your Chapter can see this
year! A few counties have more that one so the total is
more than 120 Bells!

See you at the Ride In July 17, 18 & 19!

https://www.america250pa.org/

Barry & Rhonda
PPE: Bells Across PA
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PA DISTRICT CHAPTER NEWS
Cumberland’s May Activities

River Valley Riders held their 38th Annual

Hobo Stew on Sunday, May 3 at Memorial Park

in Williamsport. It was a cold and windy ride,
but not as cold as it was for some of the other
chapters that attended, and NO RAIN! It was
great seeing all our friends, socializing and
having a great time. The ride through the
countryside was beautiful. In attendance from
CVR were George, John L., and Glenda.

On Tuesday, May 12, nine of us met at JodJo’s
Pizza in Upper Allen. Enjoying good food, good
fellowship, good conversation was Tom &
Cheryl, Charlie & Joyce, John C., Wilda &
Aspen (hidden), John L. & Glenda.

The first Thursday of the

month is designated as CVR’s

1st Thursday Breakfast. This

month we met on Thursday, May 7 at Buddy’s Log
Cabin in Pine Grove. The breakfasts are opened to
men and women and feel free to come on 2, 3, or 4-
wheels. Those participating this month were
George, Tom, Bob, Gene and Charlie.

On Saturday, May 16, John C., Wilda, Tom, Cher-
yl, John L. and Glenda attended Keystone Wings
34th Annual Spring Fest at Lancaster County Cen-
tral Park. It was a beautiful day to ride and we had
a wonderful time. Their guided ride this year took
us through seven covered bridges.
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PA DISTRICT CHAPTER NEWS
Cumberland’s May Activities

Ladies Day Out: It was a rainy but a
good time for the ladies to meet for their
monthly day out. There were ladies
from Cumberland Valley Riders, Mason-
Dixon Road Riders and PA Warriors for
this month’s adventure. Upon arriving in
Bedford, we all met at Hoke-E-Geez’s
which is an indoor flea market which
offered a wide variety of new and used
products. Quite an interesting place.

We had lunch at Jean Bonnet Tavern in Bedford. The food was outstanding! As well as our waiter. In
attendance were Deb, Kathy, Linda, Christy, Audrey, Judy, Amy, Glenda, Donna, Sue and Doris.

Our next stop was Bedford Candy company. It was amazing if you did not come out of the candy shop
on a sugar high!!! The last stop in Bedford was Bits of Time. Of course, we could not end the day
without stopping at The Cone Zone in McConnellsburg.

On Thursday, May 28th, John and Glenda met
with 9 members of Keystone Wings at The Barn
in Gettysburg for lunch. Besides spending lunch
with friends, it was a beautiful day to ride and
the food was outstanding. From Keystone Wings
were Curtis Leonard, Don Engle, Jeannie &
John Parker, another John and his wife, Doris,
Kathy & Johnny Bell.

Thursday afternoon on May 28th six
members of CVR played miniature golf
at Liberty Forge Creekside in Mechan-
icsburg. It was a beautiful day to ride
and to play miniature golf. Participating
was Tom & Cheryl, George, Sandy K,
John L, & Glenda. After playing golf, we
grabbed lunch at the Creekside Grill.
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PA DISTRICT CHAPTER NEWS
Endless Mountains Riders’ Training Day

May was Motorcycle Awareness Month
so the Endless Mountains Riders (EMR),
a Sayre Chapter of the PA Road Riders
organization, use their May monthly
Gathering for a Training Day. We meet
at a private residence for this Gathering
so we have the entire day to spend on all
the presentations. We bring in certified
instructors for all the training. Last
year’s Training Day offered a CPR/First
Aid certification training. This year we
invited Gerry & Bonnie Kerkslager, PA
Road Riders District Educators, to do the
training.

We started off in the morning with a seminar on ‘Riding
with New, Inexperienced Riders’. The module taught us
where the new, inexperienced rider should be placed in
the formation (right behind the lead bike), how we
should use encouragement often, and if any criticism is
needed, to do it privately. There were a lot of questions
and discussion on every aspect of this module.

After a break for a dish to pass lunch, we headed
downtown for a Parking Lot Practice. A huge shout out
of thanks to Jeff Homer, owner of the Towanda United
Methodist Church, for the use of the parking lot.
Finding a parking lot large enough, 70x100, that is not
full of potholes is a lot tougher than you might think!
Jeff was very gracious and helpful in allowing us full
use of his lot.

The Parking Lot Practice consists of 10 exercises that
are low speed training. What we learned is we cannot
handle our bike as well as we thought we could, and we
need to continue to add to our skills. Most of the
exercises consisted of left or right hand turns. There
was also a quick stop exercise along with stopping in a
corner, with instruction to straighten your handlebars
first.

It was a very fulfilling day of training, adding to our

safety toolbox. Again, huge shoutouts of appreciation

go to our instructors, Gerry & Bonnie Kerkslager and

Jeff Homer for use of the parking lot. And many thanks
go to our dedicated chapter members
who show up to learn new techniques
to make our rides safer.
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PA DISTRICT CHAPTER NEWS
Endless Mountains Riders’ Annual Challenge

Our Chapter is having a great
time with our History Challenge
this year! The challenge is to
ride your bike to any history
marker and get your photo
taken. You must be riding on
your bike to have the photo
qualify for points! At our
Christmas Party we will tally up
the points and see who has hit
the most markers! We should be
pretty educated by then, don’t

you think? Maybe I should be requiring them to write an essay on what they

have learned at each of them!!
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PA DISTRICT CHAPTER NEWS
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PA DISTRICT CHAPTER NEWS
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PA Road Riders Marketplace
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PA Road Riders Communications

From the Editor..

Your state communications coordinator has a request for all of you fun loving riders. We are working
hard to make this new organization accessible to all riders. In order to do this I need each of the
chapters and the independent members to send me information on all the fun you are having on your
bikes or with your groups.
If I am able to post fabulous pictures and write ups of your
excursions in the monthly newsletter and on the new website,
then people will take up and notice! They will say, “Wow, the PA
Road Riders seem to have a lot of fun, and I think I would like to
join in!”

So, to get more people attending your various events, and to
attract brand new people to PA Road Riders, would you please
send me photos, stories, memories, thoughts, ideas, etc.
Especially send me your events and flyers, so I can fill up the
calendar! You can email me, text me, or use old fashioned snail
mail. Just let me know what you and your group are doing!

These are your

publications - so

please let me

know anything

you want to see
in them and send in both your comments or
criticisms.

I will be working on the website’s membership portal

as soon as chapters and individuals start registering

their members. We will give you access to member’s

information all across the state (as long as each member has approved this access). The public will not
have access to this information.

I am looking forward to working with each and every one of you to make this new organization vibrant
and active!

Carla Dawejko
carla.dawejko@gmail.com
607-857-1977

157 Cleveland Road, Sayre, PA 18840
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DISTRICT CHAPTERS

CHAPTER DIRECTOR

Mason Dixon PA “C” Myron Wengert
Susquehanna Wings Tom & Renee Wasluck
Cumberland Valley Riders PAK John & Glenda Leib

River Valley Riders John Markley

Endless Mountains Riders PAR Ed & Carla Dawejko
Juniata Riders PAS Dan Walker
PA Warrior Riders Eldon & Kerri Mickel
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DISTRICT CHAPTER GATHERINGS

Mason Dixon PA “C”
Meets on the 3rd Saturday. Stoner’s Restaurant, 615 Wayne Ave., Chambersburg, PA
Eat at 1:30 p.m. Meeting at 2:30 p.m.

Susquehanna Wings
Meets on the 3rd Saturday. Perkins on Rte 93 in Hazleton.
9:00 am breakfast and 10:00 am meeting

Cumberland Valley Riders PAK
Meets on the 1st Saturday. Brothers Diner, 705 Gettysburg Drive, Mechanicsburg, PA;
Gathering at 4:30 p.m. Eat at 5:00 p.m.

River Valley Riders

Meets on the 4th Sunday. Dolly’s South, 715 West Southern Ave. Williamsport, PA 17702
8:00 a.m. Breakfast; 9:00 a.m. Gathering; 10:00 a.m. Ride.
https://sites.google.com/view/gwrra-pa-m/home?authuser=0

Endless Mountains Riders PAR

Meets the 2nd Saturday (except December). Comfort Inn & Suites, 2160 Elmira Street, Sayre,
PA at 9:00 a.m. for breakfast ($8.00 per person), Gathering at 10:00 a.m.
www.endlessmountainsriders.org

Juniata Riders PAS
Meets the 2nd Saturday at 9:30 a.m. Valley Dairy, 2724 Plank Road, Altoona, PA, 16601.

PA Warrior Riders
Meets the 4th Saturday. Kelly’s Scenic View Restaurant, 504 E Main St., Everett, PA Breakfast
at 8:00 a.m. Gathering at 9:00 a.m.
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DISTRICT TEAM

NAME STAFF POSITION

Eldon & Kerri Mickel District Directors
Tom & Renee Wasluck  Deputy Directors

Jack Wagner Deputy Director

Barry & Rhonda Blyler Ride Coordinators

James McClintock Treasurer

OPEN POSIITON Membership Enhancement
Gerry/Bonnie Kerkeslager District Educator

Barry & Rhonda Blyler Outstanding Star
Coordinators

Bonnie & Gerry VanArt Ride For Fellowship
Coordinators
Carla Dawejko Communications

Ed Dawejko Photographer
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